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everything was sure to pass off with the greatest smoothness. The
value of such work, and the unobtrusive way in which it was carried
out, were recognised on more than one occasion, either by the
members themselves or by the Council. In one respect this attention
to detail was Mr. McMillan's one fault, for it made it almost impossible
for the Council to relieve him of work as they wished ; his extreme
sense of duty made him delegate as little as possible to others, and he
was always ready to take up more.

In 1903 Mr. McMillan was pressed to take a longer holiday than
usual, from which he returned to the additional work of gathering up
the threads of Science Abstrads, the general management of which had
been added to his other duties. He was devoting much of his untiring
energy to this subject, when illness compelled him to put his work
aside. He was found to be suffering from pleurisy, but no great
anxiety was felt, as he was making satisfactory progress. Indeed, the
latest reports were reassuring in every way, for it appeared that the
convalescent stage had been reached, and it was expected that he
would be about again, if not at work, in a very few days. But a sudden
and unexpected attack of heart failure proved fatal, and he passed
away on Sunday, January 31, 1904, leaving a widow and two children.
He was elected an Associate of the Institution in 1897. W. R. C.

FREDERICO PESCETTO died at Cornigliano Ligure on
November 7, 1903, at the age of 56. After following the Course
of Studies at the Military Academy in Turin, he entered the Corps of
Engineers, in which he rose to the rank of Colonel. He paid particular
attention to the subject of Electrotechnics, and when he attained the
rank of Captain, he obtained the permission of his Government to
complete his training at the Institut Electrotechnique Montefiore,
at Liege. Here he was at the head of his class, and left with a
diplome d'honneur. Subsequently he gave lectures on Electrotechnics
to the Artillery and Engineer officers of the Italian Army. His com-
petence in electrical matters was universally acknowledged, and the
War Department having, at his request, placed him on the Auxiliary
List, he was entrusted with the erection and management of the works
known as " Stabilimento Elettrotecnico Gio. Ansaldo & Co.," of which
he was Manager at the time of his death. He was a member of the
Board of Directors of the Industrial Museum in Turin, where he had
formerly attended the Electrotechnical lectures of Galileo Ferraris,
whom he held in great esteem, and with whom he was bound by ties
of mutual sympathy and friendship. He was of a cheerful disposition
and his kind and courteous manner towards all with whom he came
into contact obtained for him a large circle of friends both at home
and abroad ; and in him science lost one of its most gifted interpreters.
He was elected a Foreign Member in 1900, and in 1903 he was trans-
ferred to the class of Members. G. S.

ROBERT CORNELIUS QUIN, who died on January n , 1904,
was born in London in 1865. He received his early education at a
public elementary school, and commenced his engineering training by
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entering the office of Mr. J. N. Shoolbred, whom he left to join the
staff of the Bradford Corporation Electricity Works, the first Municipal
Electricity Supply Station in England. He resigned his position at
Bradford in order to take up a position under the Brighton Corporation,
and remained there for about six years. In 1896 he was appointed
Borough Electrical Engineer to the Corporation of Blackpool, and in
1897 this appointment was made to include that of Borough Electrical
and Tramway Engineer. During the time Mr. Quin was at Blackpool
he converted the conduit system of tramways in operation there to the
overhead system, and further carried out numerous and large exten-
sions to the Electricity Works. During the last three years of his
tenure of office at Blackpool, he, under an agreement with the
Corporation, also acted as Consulting Engineer to various municipalities
and private companies, and it was owing to his growing practice in
this direction that, in order to devote himself entirely to consulting
work, he resigned his appointment in 1902, when, in conjunction with
Mr. J. W. Speight, he founded the business of Messrs. Quin & Speight.
At the time of his death, which was the result of a sad accident by
drowning off the north coast of Ireland, he was the senior partner of
this firm. He was elected an Associate of this Institution in 1896, and
was transferred to the class of Members in. 1898. J. W. S.

ERNEST THOMPSON died on January 9, 1904, at the early age
of 36. He was taken ill in October, 1902, and was ordered by his
medical advisers to take a sea voyage. This he did by taking a trip
round the world, and it was hoped that the voyage would benefit
him permanently, but he had only been at work for three months when
he had a relapse. After following the course of Electrical Engineering
at the Finsbury Technical College under Professor S. P. Thompson, he
became a pupil at the Immisch Works, Chalk Farm, and, subsequently,
acquired further experience in the works of Messrs. Siemens Bros.
& Co. and at the Brush Electrical Engineering Co. In 1893 he became
an Assistant in the works of Messrs. Nalder Bros. & Co., and took
charge of the test-room of the voltmeter and meter department.
When the business of this firm was divided in 1896, he went into
partnership with Mr. F. H. Nalder, and formed with him the firm
of Nalder Bros. & Thompson, of which he was an active partner at the
time of his death. His restless energy and the thorough and conscien-
tious way in which he carried out his work impressed all who knew
him. He was elected an Associate in 1890, and was transferred to the
class of Associate Members in 1899. F. H. N.

CHARLES ASPULL WELLS died suddenly at Lewes on April 6,
1904, at the age of 78. The same town was also his birthplace and
residence throughout his life. After completing his education at
school he entered, in 1842, the service of Mr. H. A. Thompson, of
the Etna Ironworks, where he was at first engaged partly in the
workshops and partly in the office. Six years later the firm exhibited
on a large scale at the Royal Agricultural Society's Show at Lewes, and
a catalogue for the press was prepared by Mr. Wells.


